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Madison-Oneida BOCES facilities have been re-opened for in-person instruction since September 8, 2020. 
Consequently, this plan does not technically address a “re-opening” but rather the opening expectations for the 
2021-2022 school year in regard to COVID-19 precautions.  
Guiding principles in the development of this plan are: 

• Full-time in-person instruction is optimal for all BOCES learners.  
• Safety of students and personnel is priority.  
• The implementation of layered prevention strategies is the best approach and offers flexibility to address 

a variety of unique situations. 
• Guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, the NYS Department of Health, 

the NYS Education Department, and the Oneida County Health Department will be applied.   
• The plan is a fluid document and will be updated as circumstances change.  
• BOCES will monitor community transmission rates as a factor to guide its decisions.  
• The plan will use plain language to describe COVID-19 safety protocols.  

Vaccination 
Students and staff who are eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine, and would like to receive one, are invited to 
visit the BOCES COVID-19 resource page on the website for information about clinics in our region: 
https://www.moboces.org/news/covid-19_resources 
Students and staff who are fully vaccinated are invited to share their status with the office of the COVID-19 
Coordinator to help inform decisions about mitigation strategies.  

Universal Masking 
Face masks will be consistently and correctly worn by all staff, students, and visitors in BOCES buildings or on 
BOCES buses, with the following exceptions: 
 The individual is younger than 2 years old.  
 The individual is eating and physically distanced from others to the extent practicable.  
 The individual is outside and physically distanced from others.  
 The individual is the only person present in a room or a pre-approved segregated workspace.  
 The individual is unable to medically tolerate a face covering. 

BOCES will maintain an adequate supply of masks and other required PPE on hand should faculty, staff or 
student be in need. 

Physical Distancing/Cohorts 
To the extent practicable: 

• Students will maintain at least a 3’ distance between each other. 
• Adults (staff, visitors, students) will maintain at least a 6’ distance from all others.  
• Distance between individuals will be maximized in cafeteria settings. 
• Assigned classroom & cafeteria seating charts will be maintained.  
• Assigned lab partners/teams will be maintained. 
• New seating charts/lab partners may be implemented after an extended school break. 
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Screening Testing 
A screening testing program of staff and students will be implemented to identify asymptomatic cases and 
monitor the health of the BOCES campus. Several factors will be considered in the execution of such a 
program: 

• Community transmission rate 
• Return from extended school breaks 
• Requirement for specific programs (health occupations) 
• Consent to test 
• Availability of resources 
• Vaccination status 

Facilities 
BOCES Facilities staff will continue to implement cleaning and disinfection protocols established at the start of 
the health emergency. This includes documented schedules for cleaning, using appropriate supplies, and 
following CDC and DOH environmental cleaning and disinfection recommendations.  
BOCES will continue to monitor and make adjustments and investments as necessary to address proper air flow 
and ventilation.  

Handwashing & Respiratory Etiquette 
Proper hand washing and respiratory etiquette (covering coughs & sneezes) can help prevent the spread of 
communicable diseases such as COVID-19. To facilitate proper practices, BOCES will:  

• Remind individuals to wash their hands frequently with soap & water for at least 20 seconds. 
• Provide hand sanitizer.  
• Encourage adults to assist younger students with proper handwashing technique and appropriate use of 

hand sanitizer. 

Staying Home When Sick & Getting Tested 
Individuals displaying symptoms are directed to stay home and contact their healthcare provider for testing and 
care, regardless of vaccination status. Parents are directed to screen their children for symptoms prior to their 
child attending school each day. Symptoms include: 

• Fever or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

Individuals who display symptoms while on the BOCES campus will be sent home. Students will be isolated 
until a parent or caregiver is able to pick them up. CDC guidance will be followed: 
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Contact Tracing, in Combination with Isolation & Quarantine 
Positive cases are reported to the office of the COVID Coordinator. When a positive case is identified, the 
COVID Coordinator will contact the local department of health (or vice versa). The county of residence of the 
infected individual will lead the case investigation. BOCES will initiate contact tracing to assist the DOH with 
their investigation. Close contacts are identified as: 

• Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over 
a 24-hour period.   

o Exception: In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students 
who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student if both the infected student and the exposed 
student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time. 

o This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor classroom setting.  
The local DOH will determine isolation (infected individual) & quarantine (close contact) periods for impacted 
individuals. Factors that the DOH will consider include, but are not limited to: 

• Layout of the room (spacing, seating chart) 
• Adherence to masking policy 
• Vaccination status of impacted individuals 
• Community transmission 
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BOCES will determine whether the case warrants transition to remote instruction for that class, and 
communicate directly with those impacted individuals to notify them of the potential exposure. BOCES 
maintains a dashboard of confirmed positive cases on its COVID resources webpage to keep the community 
informed. 

Remote Learning 
The BOCES retains the discretion to shift a class or classes to remote instruction after consulting with local 
health officials. If a student is unable to attend class in-person as a result of an isolation or quarantine order, 
BOCES instructors will provide instructional support to that individual. 
If advised by state or local departments of health to close school facilities to in-person instruction, BOCES 
faculty and staff is fully prepared to transition to remote learning and operations immediately. Parents and 
stakeholders will be notified immediately via telephone, Parent Square messaging system, email or other 
appropriate and effective means.  
BOCES will work collaboratively with the local health departments about the requirements for when and how 
school operations may resume.  

Travel 
In the event of a travel advisory, BOCES will communicate expectations regarding travel to and from affected 
areas. Individuals should be aware of current CDC guidelines regarding domestic and international travel:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html 

Wellness Measures 
There are many strategies that individuals can employ to strengthen their immunity and combat communicable 
illnesses, such as eating a well-balanced diet, exercising, getting adequate sleep and reducing stress. BOCES 
supports its community in these efforts and offers several resources on the wellness page on the website: 
https://www.moboces.org/for_staff/health_wellness 

COVID-Related Questions or Concerns 
All related communications or concerns can be directed to the designated Madison-Oneida BOCES COVID 
Coordinator:  

Lisa Decker  
315.361.5520 
ldecker@moboces.org  
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